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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the 

First  Baptist  Sunday-school,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

Dear  Friends: — The  year  has  now  drawn  to  a  close  and 
it  is  fitting  that  we  should  take  a  careful  look  back  into  the 
past  and  inquire  "What  has  the  Lord  done  with  us  and  our 
school  during  the  year  which  is  now  gone  from  us  forever?" 
It  is  always  with  a  feeling  of  sadness  that  we  enter  into  the 
contemplation  of  these  events  of  the  past,  for  we  are  sure  to 
discover  many  opportunities  which  were  golden  at  the  time  of 
their  presentment  and  might  have  been  so  gloriously  used  for 
the  Master,  but  which  are  now  lost  to  us,  never  to  return. 
And  yet,  as  we  recall  the  history  of  our  Sunday-school  during 
the  past  year  our  hearts  ought  to  be  filled  with  joy  and  grati- 
tude to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  for  surely  we  can  say  with 
Samuel  in  the  grand  words  of  one  of  our  recent  Golden 
Texts:  "Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us,"  for  He  has 
indeed  given  His  signal  blessings  to  the  faithful  labors  of  His 
children  in  the  Sunday-school.  Our  teachers  have  long  been 
faithfully  and  prayerfully  presenting  to  their  classes  the  pre- 
cious name  of  Jesus  as  the  main  feature  of  all  their  instruc- 
tion, and  their  earnestness  and  sincerity  have  been  gloriously 
rewarded.  Early  in  the  last  spring,  our  pastor,  seeing  that 
an  unusual  religious  interest  seemed  to  be  pervading  our  Sun- 
day-school and  Church,  held  a  four  weeks'  series  of  daily 
meetings  and  during  these  special  services  more  than  thirty 
young  people  of  our  school  accepted  Jesus  as  their  Saviour, 
and  through  the  sacred  baptismal  waters  entered  within  the 
doors  of  the  Church.    The  Holy  Spirit  visited  every  class  in 
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our  school,  building  up  some  hearts  in  the  precious  faith  and 
making  others  to  rejoice  in  the  sweet  consciousness  of  regenera- 
tion. May  He  whose  blood  has  washed  these  hearts  from 
sin's  dark  stain  keep  each  soul  faithful  to  Him  to  the  end,  and 
make  each  one  an  eager  worker  to  do  His  will  in  whatever 
department  of  the  vineyard  He  shall  appoint. 

OUR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Our  present  enrollment  is  thirty-six  officers  and  teachers 
and  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  scholars,  making  a  total  of 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
our  school  has  lost  very  few  regular  members  during  the  vear, 
by  change  of  residence  or  other  reasonable  cause,  while  we 
have  received  a  good  number  of  new  scholars,  both  of  chil- 
dren and  grown  persons,  and  our  roll  now  shows  a  very 
healthy  and  substantial  growth  since  the  last  report,  and  we 
are  glad  to  see  that  our  membership  is  steadily  increasing 
from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  The  average  attendance  during  the 
year  has  been  about  three  hundred,  and,  though  we  have  had 
an  unusual  number  of  rainy  Sundays,  this  average  is  larger 
than  in  several  years  past.  The  smallest  attendance  on  any 
Sunday  was  ninety-nine,  and  the  highest,  three  hundred  and 
sixty-eight.  The  officers  and  teachers  have,  as  a  rule,  been 
present  every  Sunday.  We  have  held  on  nearly  every  Sunday 
afternoon  an  exercise  of  singing  and  all  these  occasions  have 
been  interesting  and  well  attended,  attracting  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  our  school  and  also  many  visitors  and  stran- 
gers. By  this  means  a  greater  interest  has  been  awakened  in 
the  singing,  of  course  resulting  in  a  considerable  improvement 
in  our  Sunday-school  music.  Much  credit  in  this  direction 
is  due  to  sister  E.  F.  Aydlette,  who  for  many  years  so  faith- 
fully and  patiently  served  the  school  as  organist. 
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OUR  FINANCES. 

Although  there  have  been  frequent  and  pressing  calls  upon 
our  church  for  large  contributions  during  the  year,  the  collec- 
tions from  the  Sunday-school  have  been  very  liberal,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  six  hundred  dollars,  and  amply  sufficient  for 
meeting  the  usual  expenses  of  the  school  and  supplying  us 
with  the  very  best  Lesson  Helps,  Quarterlies,  Papers,  &c.  We 
have  used  more  than  a  hundred  dollars  of  the  amount  in  set- 
tlement of  a  debt  for  repairs  to  the  Sunday-school  Infant 
Class-room  in  1881,  with  a  few  other  incidental  accounts 
which  had  been  overlooked.  From  our  general  fund  we  have 
appropriated  during  the  year  about  forty  dollars  for  the  pur- 
chase of  necessary  clothing  for  some  of  the  poorer  members  • 
of  our  school. 

OUR  MISSION  FUND. 

We  believe  it  to  be  the  sacred  duty  of  every  believer  in 
Christ  to  aid  in  carrying  His  blessed  Gospel  to  the  destitute, 
and  in  no  place  can  this  magnificent  pillar  of  Baptist  faith  be 
better  erected  than  in  the  Sunday-school.  As  the  children  are 
trained  in  this  direction,  so  will  they  act  when  groivn.  Feeling 
the  great  importance  of  this,  early  in  the  year  we  appointed  a 
special  collection  for  Missions  to  be  taken  on  every  second 
Sunday.  The  amount  raised  for  this  object  is  about  eighty- 
five  dollars,  which  has  been  equally  divided  between  State  and 
Foreign  Missions.  While  wre  have  been  pleased  that  the  sum 
is  so  large,  we  have  been  much  more  pleased  at  watching  the 
evident  growth  of  missionary  spirit  in  the  school.  Several  of 
our  teachers  have  aided  largely  in  this  direction  by  organizing 
special  mission  societies  in  their  classes,  and  we  earnestly  com- 
mend this  plan  to  all  our  teachers  as  a  sure  means  of  inculca- 
ting in  the  young  a  willingness  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 
benefit  of  others  and  for  the  Master's  cause. 
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OUR  teachers'  meetings. 

We  have  called  the  teachers  together  several  times  during 
the  year,  whenever  there  were  matters  requiring  a  general  con- 
sultation. These  meetings  have  been  very  pleasant  and  well 
attended,  all  the  teachers  plainly  evincing  a  desire  and  will- 
ingness to  use  their  best  efforts  for  the  general  good  of  the 
school  and  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

OUR  INFANT  CLASS. 

This  is  the  pride  and  hope  of  our  school,  and  as  we  stand 
in  their  cosy  room  and  look  into  the  bright,  happy  faces  of  all 
these  little  ones,  Ave  cannot  keep  back  the  sincere  prayer  that 
God  will  bless  all  these  dear  little  children  and  their  noble 
teachers,  brother' and  sister  Dodd,  who  have  so  faithfully  and 
patiently  given  many  years  of  their  lives  to  this  work,  striv- 
ing to  open  these  young  hearts  that  Jesus  might  come  in.  The 
splendid  results  of  the  self-sacrificing  labors  of  these  devoted 
teachers  may  be  seen  in  every  department  of  our  Sunday- 
school  and  Church,  as  well  as  in  nearly  every  Baptist  home 
in  the  city. 

OUR  INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  where  the  annual  graduates  from  the  Infant  Class 
sojourn  for  at  least  a  year  before  entering  the  main  school. 
This  department  is  under  the  entire  management  of  Bro. 
Henry  Briggs.  Two  years  ago  he  asked  the  school  for  an 
assistant  teacher,  and  his  excellent  wife,  sister  Sarah  Briggs, 
was  unanimously  elected  to  the  position.  The  great  love 
which  the  members  of  the  class  bear  for  each  of  their  teachers, 
and  their  rapid  progress  in  Biblical  knowledge,  coupled  with 
their  excellent  deportment  in  the  Sunday-school  and  elsewhere 
abundantly  attest  the  earnestness,  sincerity,  efficiency  and 
faithfulness  of  these  two  teachers  whom  we  all  so  highly 
esteem. 
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OUR  LIBRARY. 

The  report  of  our  efficient  Librarian,  Bro.  K.  W.  Weathers, 
which  is  herewith  filed,  shows  that  we  have  some  sixteen  hun- 
dred books  of  all  kinds  on  hand,  and  they  have  had  a  good 
number  of  readers  during  the  year,  though  many  of  our  schol- 
ars have  ceased  to  use  the  Library,  from  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  readable  books  are  now  old  and  much  worn.  We  feel  that 
our  Library  is  an  important  department  in  our  Sunday-school, 
and  earnestly  ask  you  all  to  increase  its  efficiency  by  each 
donating  some  good  books  to  its  shelves  for  the  benefit  of 
a  large  number  in  our  school  who  desire  something  to  read 
every  week.  We  ask  your  special  attention  to  the  excellent 
suggestions  in  the  Librarian's  annual  report. 

IN  ME  MORI  AM. 

The  Master  has  graciously  protected  the  little  ones  in  our 
Infant  Department  during  the  year,  and  has  not  permitted 
the  grim  monster,  Death,  to  enter  the  fold  to  take  away  a  single 
one  of  our  hundred  and  fifty  little  boys  and  girls.  This,  we 
believe,  is  the  most  remarkable  record  of  health  which  has 
ever  been  given  to  our  Infant  Class,  and  we  ought  to  be  very 
thankful  for  this  exceeding  great  mercy. 

In  the  Main  School,  God  has  seen  fit  to  call  two  of  our 
beloved  members  from  the  vineyard.  To  Bro.  J.  C.  Marconi's 
class  a  summons  was  sent  from  the  other  shore,  and  Bro. 
Joseph  T.  Blackwood,  amidst  the  bright  joys  and  anticipa- 
tions of  young  manhood,  was  called  hence,  and  his  memory 
is  lovingly  cherished  by  a  large  circle  of  very  warm  friends. 
From  the  "  Stranger's  Class,"  God  took  to  Himself  one  of  our 
most  prompt  and  faithful  members,  and  while  with  sorrowing 
hearts  we  witnessed  the  departure  of  our  dear  brother,  James 
M.  Pool,  we  could  but  feel  that  the  kind  Master  had  ten- 
derly called  a  broken-hearted  father  to  be  with  the  two  fondly 
loved  sons  of  his  old  age,  who  had  a  few  years  before,  hand 
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in  hand,  gone  home  to  the  eternal  city.  Sadly  we  take  the 
names  of  these  brothers  from  our  roll  book,  but  know  that 
they  have  joyously  answered  to  the  great  roll-call  in  Heaven, 
where  their  names  had  long  been  written  in  the  Redeemer's 
blood  in  the  Book  of  Life. 

OUR  CHURCH  SERVICES. 

The  interest  of  the  Church*  and  Sunday-school  arc  the 
same,  each  endeavoring  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  school  ought  also,  if  possible,  to  receive  the  regu- 
lar instruction  of  the  Church.  Feeling  the  importance  of  this 
fact,  we  have  made  a  special  effort  to  induce  particularly  the 
younger  portion  of  our  scholars  to  attend  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  by  the  pastor  at  least  once  each  Sunday.  As  a  fur- 
ther inducement  in  this  direction,  we  obtained  and  furnished 
to  all  the  scholars  desiring  it  a  Text-book  containing  a  blank 
space  for  entering  the  pastor's  text  and  subject  of  one  sermon 
each  Sunday  in  the  year.  A  large  number  of  the  Text-books 
have  been  used — two  of  our  scholars,  P.  T.  Wyatt  and  Hattie 
Mullen,  correctly  entering  every  morning  text  of  the  year,  and 
for  which  they  were  specially  remembered  at  Christmas. 
And  it  is  with  much  pleasure  we  all  have  seen  the  greatly 
increased  attendance  of  the  young  people  and  children  of 
the  Sunday-school  at  the  regular  services  of  the  Church  on 
Sundays ;  also  at  the  Young  Men's  Prayer-meeting  on  Mon- 
day nights  and  at  the  regular  Prayer-meeting  on  Thursday 
nights.  By  this  closer  alliance  of  work  on  the  part  of  the 
Church  and  Sunday-school,  we  know  that  both  have  been 
largely  benefited  and  blessed,  and  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
considerably  built  up  in  our  midst. 

A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS. 

This  has  indeed  been  a  merry  Christmas  to  our  school  and 
a  season  of  special  enjoyment  to  the  little  folks.    Our  Christ- 
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mas  exercises  took  place  in  Tucker  Hall  on  the  night  of  De- 
cember 21st,  and  were  entirely  novel  in  character.  The  first 
part  of  the  entertainment  consisted  of  beautiful  songs,  appro- 
priate to  the  happy  season,  interspersed  with  Christmas  recita- 
tions by  several  of  the  boys  and  girls.  The  excellent  music 
was  furnished  by  our  choir  and  Sunday-school,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Bro.  Charles  W.  Newcomb  as  soprano,  and  sister 
Annie  Timberlake  as  organist.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
songs  and  speeches  the  entire  scene  was  transformed,  and  while 
the  choir  softly  sung  "  'Tis  Christmas  on  the  Sea,"  a  fine  tableau 
revealed  upon  the  stage,  lying  at  rest  on  the  peaceful  waters, 
with  sails  all  neatly  furled  upon  the  trim  spars,  the  Christ- 
mas Ship  "Good  Will,"  laden  high  upon  the  deck  with  good 
things  for  all  the  members  of  the  school. 

The  dear  old  friend  of  the  children,  Santa  Clans,  was  cap- 
tain of  the  ship,  and  when  he  landed  upon  the  wharf,  he  car- 
ried upon  his  broad  back  a  huge  basket,  from  which  alighted 
a  beautiful  little  fairy,  as  if  just  from  happy  Christmas  land, 
and  in  a  nice  little  speech,  she  introduced  the  welcome  visitor 
to  the  vast  audience.  After  the  introduction,  Santa  Claus' 
gallant  crew  of  twelve  handsome  sailor-boys,  having  rung  out 
the  merry  " Christmas  Chimes"  upon  a  golden  bell  with  glit- 
tering ropes,  proceeded  in  a  systematic  and  graceful  manner  to 
unload  the  cargo  of  fruits  and  confections,  and  distribute  the 
packages  and  boxes  to  all  the  school.  The  "poor,  whom  we 
always  have  with  us,"  were  not  forgotten  on  the  occasion,  and 
in  the  midst  of  our  enjoyment  a  "Christmas  Offering"  of 
twenty- seven  dollars  was  given  to  Bro.  Henry  Briggs  for  our 
Board  of  Deacons  to  disburse  as  their  good  judgment  suggested. 
In  all  our  Christmas  festivities  we  have  earnestly  striven  to 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  main  feature  of  the  celebration — 
that  is,  commemorating  the  birth  of  a  Saviour  and  King 
to  a  sinful  world — and  we  feel  that  any  celebration  of  Christ- 
mas which  does  not  lead  the  mind  to  higher  and  grander  con- 
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eeptions  of  this  magnificent  and  glorious  gift  to  man,  is  a 
great  failure. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  the  management  of  our  Sunday-school  during  the  year 
that  is  gone,  I  have  earnestly  and  prayerfully  endeavored  to 
be  in  all  things,  and  at  all  times,  a  faithful  servant  of  the  school 
and  of  our  Master,  and  it  has  been  an  exceedingly  pleasant 
service  to  me,  from  the  fact  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Master  has 
seemed  to  characterize  all  the  work  of  the  school ;  and  our 
officers,  teachers  and  scholars  have  given  hearty  cooperation  to 
all  our  efforts,  and  to  these  happy  causes  we  mainly  attribute 
the  gratifying  increase  in  our  membership  and  attendance  as 
well  as  the  marked  spiritual  growth  of  our  school.  ) 

In  closing  our  annual  report,  I  desire  to  sincerely  thank 
our  excellent  Assistant  Superintendents,  and  all  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  school,  for  the  very  valuable  assistance  and  support 
which  they  have  so  kindly  and  willingly  given  toward  pro- 
moting the  success  and  efficiency  of  the  school. 

I  thank  all  our  teachers  for  their  kind  sympathy  and  co- 
operation, and  for  the  noble,  self-sacrificing,  conscientious  and 
prayerful  consecration  to  their  work,  and  I  feel  that  the  Lord 
has  even  greater  blessings  in  store  for  them  than  He  has  yet 
given. 

I  thank  every  scholar  in  the  school  for  the  constant  kind- 
ness, courtesy,  good  deportment  and  thoughtful  respect  shown 
to  all  the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  school  and  to  one  another. 

And  to  brother  Skinner,  our  beloved  pastor,  I  feel  under 
special  obligations  of  thankfulness  for  the  affectionate  counsel 
and  support  which  he  has  so  kindly  given  to  our  work.  His 
encouraging  and  cheerful  presence  at  the  desk  and  throughout 
the  room  during  every  session  of  our  school,  and  his  comfort- 
ing words  here  and  there  spoken  have  been  very  pleasant  to 
us  all  and  have  many  times  strengthened  and  held  up  the  hands 
of  your  Superintendent  when  the  responsibilities  of  the  posi- 
tion seemed  unusually  great  and  heavy. 
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We  are  now  entering  upon  the  work  of  a  new  year,  and  we 
ought  to  try  to  realize  what  blessed  privileges  we  enjoy  in  our 
pleasant  Sunday-school,  and  while  we  lift  our  hearts  in  grati- 
tude for  these  things,  let  us  strive  to  add  to  our  faithfulness 
even  greater  faithfulness  still,  such  as  we  have  never  shown 
before.  Our  work  is  a  grand  one, — it  is  glorious  in  its  under- 
takings, its  results  and  its  possibilities,  therefore  it  is  a  duty 
we  owe  to  our  children,  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Church, 
and  our  friends  everywhere,  to  try  to  urge  them  to  engage 
with  us  in  this  great  workshop  of  the  Church.  We  have 
received,  time  and  again,  unmistakable  evidence  that  it  is  the 
Lord's  work,  and  will  we  not  be  constant  in  our  efforts  to 
further  build  up  our  membership  and  regular  attendance,  that 
many  others,  may  enjoy  the  blessings-  with  us  in  studying  and 
teaching  the  Holy  Scriptures  every  Sunday  morning? 

I  thank  you  for  the  high  honor  conferred  in  re-electing  me 
as  your  Superintendent  by  your  unanimous  vote,  and  while  I 
have  consented  to  serve  you  again,  let  us  remember  as  we 
work  together  during  the  coming  year,  that  the  glory  of  our 
Sunday-school  is  not  and  cannot  be  alone  in  large  member- 
ship, prompt  attendance,  pleasant  room,  good  music  or  grand 
celebrations,  but  it  is  in  our  heartfelt  prayers,  our  strong  and 
sincere  Christian  love  for  one  another,  and  our  unceasing  and 
faithful  efforts  to  make  "  all  for  Christ."  This  is  the  great 
object  of  our  Sunday-school  work,  and  during  the  coming 
year  will  we  not  resolve  that,  with  God's  help,  all  our  teach- 
ing shall  he  more  with  Jesus,  more  of  Jesus,  and  more  for 
Jesus  ?  And  may  our  Father  bless  each  one  of  us,  granting  that 
not  one  shall  be  lost,  but  that  all  shall  be  finally  gathered  to 
that  glorious  assemblage  of  the  Kedeemer,  around  the  throne 
of  God. 

Very  truly  yours, 

EUGENE  G.  HARRELL, 

Superintendent. 

Raleigh,  K  C,  January  1,  1884. 


INFANT  CLASS. 


To  Bro.  E.  G.  Harreljl, 

Supt.  First  Baptist  Sunday-school: 

I  herewith  present  my  annual  report  of  the  Infant  Class 
Department. 

We  began  the  year  1883,  with  the  names  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  scholars  on  our  roll. 

In  May,  we  graduated  seventeen  into  the  Intermediate 
Department.  t 

During  the  year  we  erased  thirty-six  names  from  our  roll 
on  account  of  non-attendance,  the  greater  part  of  these  having 
moved  from  the  city. 

We  received  fifty  new  scholars  during  the  year,  and  have 
now — in  actual  attendance — one  hundred  and  fifty-one  schol- 
ars in  our  department. 

The  tender  Shepherd  has  protected  the  little  lambs  from 
danger  and  the  "  Angel  Reaper,  Death/'  has  not  visited  our 
fold  during  the  year  that  has  passed. 

Very  respectfully, 

\V.  H.  DODD,  Supt. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  1,  1884. 


INTERMEDIATE  CLASS. 


Bro.  E.  G.  Harrell,  SupL: 

.The  regular  time  for  making  this  report  is  May  1st,  the  end 
of  our  scholastic  year,  at  which  time  we  receive  the  graduates 
from  the  Infant  Class  and  send  those  who  have  been  under 
our  charge  for  one  year  into  the  Main  School.  Our  Superin- 
tendent, however,  has  requested  us  to  make  a  report  now  of 
work  during  the  year  1883.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
which  has  just  closed  we  had  thirty-four  scholars  in  our  room 
— twenty-three  girls  and  eleven  boys.  Their  punctuality  and 
behavior  were  remarkably  good  and  their  interest  in  the  les- 
sons exceedingly  gratifying  to  their  teachers.  With  gratitude 
we  acknowledge  that,  while  there  were  some  severe  cases  of 
illness  among  them,  there  were  no  deaths  among  our  number, 
and  we  trust  they  were  spared  to  many  years  of  usefulness  for 
the  Saviour  who  loved  them  and  gave  Himself  to  die  for  them. 
Last  May  the  scholars  were  divided  into  three  classes — two  of 
girls  and  one  of  boys — and  committed  to  the  care  of  good  and 
faithful  teachers  in  the  Main  School.  Our  love  and  prayers 
follow  them.  At  that  time  we  received  fifteen  graduates  from 
the  Infant  Class  and  three  others  have  since  joined  our  class, 
making  in  all  eighteen  names  now  on  our  roll.  It  is  with 
pleasure  Ave  state  that  our  scholars  are  as  regular  and  punctual 
as  could  be  expected  during  the  winter  months  and  as  well 
behaved  and  attentive  to  their  lessons  as  many  who  are  older 
and  larger.  There  has  been  no  serious  case  of  illness  among 
them,  for  which  we  return  thanks  to  the  Saviour,  and  pray  that 
they  may  all  live  many  years  as  an  honor  to  this  school  and 
the  Church.    We  are  now  using  the  Primary  Quarterly, 
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issued  by  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  and  are 
very  much  pleased  with  it. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  us  to  have  the  frequent  assurances 
of  the  love  of  our  scholars  manifested  as  it  is  in  so  many 
ways :  we  endeavor  to  impress  on  them  their  responsibility  to 
God,  believing  that  we  cannot  too  early  point  them  to  the  Sav- 
iour. We  have  been  requested  to  give  in  this  report  our 
method  of  teaching;  this  we  find  almost  an  impossibility  and 
only  deem  it  necessary  to  say  that  we  endeavor  to  use  the  best 
publications  on  the  lessons. that  we  can  obtain,  and  always  try 
to  pray  for  help  in  presenting  the  lessons  to  our  scholars. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  HENRY  BRIGGS, 

Teachers. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  1,  1884. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Bro.  E.  G.  Harrell,  Supt.: 

I  submit,  for  your  information  and  that  of  the  school,  the 
following  statistics  of  the  school  for  the  year  just  closed.  The 
present  membership  is  thirty-six  officers  and  teachers  and  four 
hundred  and  sixty-two  scholars,  making  a  total  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight.  The  average  attendance,  not  includ- 
ing very  inclement  Sundays,  has  been  about  three  hundred. 
The  highest  average  attendance  for  any  one  month  was  in 
May,  when  it  reached  three  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The 
smallest  attendance  on  any  one  Sunday  was  ninety-nine  and 
the  highest  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  I  have  included 
in  the  above  estimate  the  entire  roll  strength  of  the  school, 
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though  there  are  about  seventy  who  come  only  occasionally, 
which  would  leave  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  regular 
attendants.  Should  this  seventy  be  stricken  from  the  roll  our 
exhibit  as  to  percentage  of  attendance  would  be  much  more 
gratifying,  and  in  justice  to  those  who  are  faithful,  I  think 
this  should  be  done  in  future. 

We  have  taken  the  following  Papers  and  Lesson  Helps 
during  the  year : 

Kind  Words, 
Our  Little  Ones, 
Baptist  Teacher, 
Quarterlies, 


Total,         -  -  -  -  -    660  copies. 

The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  been  very  prompt  in  attend- 
ance and  their  faithfulness  in  this  regard  is  to  be  commended. 
It  is  a  frequent  occurrence  that  every  officer  and  teacher  is 
present  during  the  session  of  the  school.  The  efficiency  of 
the  school  would  be  promoted  by  teachers  making  it  a  matter 
of  principle  to  provide  substitutes  for  their  classes  when  they 
find  it  impossible  to  be  present. 

Only  about  one-third  of  the  membership  of  the  Church  is 
at  work  in  the  Sunday-school.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so 
few  of  our  members  feel  the  importance  of  engaging  in  this 
most  important  department  of  Church  work,  and  I  think  an 
earnest  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  a  larger  number  tc 
join  us  during  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOS.  D.  JOYNER,  Secretary. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  1,  1884. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


Me.  E.  G.  Harrell, 

Supt.  First  Baptist  Sunday-school: 

Dear  Bro.  : — Since  my  last  annual  report  as  Librarian, -I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  Library.  On  the  contrary,  its  present  con- 
dition is  not  so  good  as  it  was  at  that  time,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  no  special  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  up  its  efficiency. 

In  times  past,  the  Library  was  a  great  aid  to  the  interest 
and  work  of  the  school,  when  nearly  all  its  members  obtained 
reading  from  the  shelves  weekly,  but  so  many  of  the  best  books 
have  been  borrowed  and  not  returned  that  the  Library  no 
longer  presents  the  attractions  to  readers  which  it  formerly 
did,  and  your  Librarian  feels  that  the  Library  will  not  very 
much  longer  be  an  institution  in  the  school  unless  some  spe- 
cial effort  is  made  in  its  behalf  at  an  early  day. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  suggested  that  a  special  stand- 
ing committee  be  appointed  to  look  after  the  condition  of  the 
Library,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  reject  objectionable  books, 
and  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  secure  new  and  suitable  ones. 
The  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  such  a  committee  appointed, 
consisting  of  Bro.  S.  W.  Brewer  and  two  ladies;  but  two 
members  of  the  committee  removed  from  the  city,  and,  there- 
fore, nothing  has  yet  been  done. 

Your  Librarian  would  again  suggest  that  another  commit- 
tee be  appointed,  whose  duties  should  be  those  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  as  mentioned  above,  and  that  some  effort  be 
made  to  have  returned  the  books  that  have  been  borrowed ; 
and  he  feels  that  if  this  is  done  lie  can  act  as  Librarian  with 
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better  grace  during  the  coming  year  than  he  has  been  able  to 
do  during  the  past  one.    The  present  number  of  books  of 


various  kinds  in  the  Library  is  as  follows: 

Sunday-school  Library  Books  on  hand,      -  -  754 

Song  Books— "  Way  of  Life/'             -  -  217 

Christmas  Annuals,           -           -           -  -  200 

Commentaries,             -           -           -  -  19 

Bibles,      -           -           -           -           -  -  117 


Total  number  on  hand,         -  -  -  1,307 

Number  of  books  loaned  out,      -  '      •  -  293 


Making  a  total  of     -  -  -  1,600 

Respectfully  submitted, 


K.  W.  WEATHERS,  Librarian. 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  1,  1884. 


TREASURERS  REPORT. 


Bro.  E.  G.  Harrell,  SupL: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the 
school  for  the  year  1883: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1883,  -  $  67  91 
Amount  collected  for  Missions,      -  85  47 

"    "        "  Christmas  Celebra- 
tion, -  -       83  17 
from  Classes,      -  309  52 
Christmas  Offering,    -           -           -       27  00 

  $573  07 


1 8 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Amount  paid  for  Clothing,     -  -  $  39  41 

"         "     "  Missions,           -  85  47 

"     "  S.  S.  Supplies,  -  372  13 

"  Thos.  H.  Briggs,  Jr.,  for 
Christmas  distribution 

among  the  poor,  27  00 

Balance  on  hand,       -          -  -  49  06 


73  07 


Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  BROWDER,  Treas. 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  1,  1884. 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  books, 
and  find  all  correct  and  exceedingly  well  kept. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  A.  CARTER,  Auditor. 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  15,  1884. 
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